
Burgundy/ Dijon  Sightseeing - group activities

SAT, Jun 17 -

Road Trip - 1:00PM leaving from Lyon to Dijon _ 120 miles ~2 hours total driving time 
plus lunch break. Estimated arrival about 4:30PM

Dijon*** is the capital city of the historical Burgundy region in eastern France, one of the 
country’s principal wine-producing areas. It’s known for its vineyard tours, autumn 
gastronomic fair and building styles ranging from Gothic to art deco. The distinguished 
1787 Musée des Beaux-Arts, housed in the vast Palace of the Dukes, holds a rich 
collection of paintings, sculptures, crafts and antiquities. The city has retained varied 
architectural styles from many of the main periods of the past millennium, including 
Capetian, Gothic and Renaissance. Many still-inhabited town houses in the city's central 
district date from the 18th century and earlier. Dijon architecture is distinguished by, 
among other things, toits bourguignons (Burgundian polychrome roofs) made of tiles 
glazed in terracotta, green, yellow and black and arranged in geometric patterns.
Dijon holds an International and Gastronomic Fair every year in autumn. With over 500 
exhibitors and 200,000 visitors every year, it is one of the ten most important fairs in France. 
Dijon is also home, every three years, to the international flower show Florissimo. Dijon is 
famous for Dijon mustard which originated in 1856, when Jean Naigeon of Dijon substituted 
verjuice, the acidic "green" juice of not-quite-ripe grapes, for vinegar in the traditional mustard 
recipe.

The historical center of the city has been registered since July 4, 2015 as a UNESCO World 
Heritage site.[1]

SUN, Jun 18 -

Road Trip _1:00PM to 10:00PM - DIJON / Canal de Bourgogne*, Cote de Nuits / Cote 
D’Or** and Chateau Meursault and Chambolle-Musigny including dinner _ 80 miles 
~2h50min total driving time

Canal de Bourgogne* This canal promises a voyage to discovery with some of the most 
beautiful treasures of cultural Burgundy along its path. From the river Yonne, it threads its way 
past the Château de Ancy-le-Franc, l’Abbaye de Fontenay, past Châteauneuf-en-Auxois through 
the picturesque Ouche valley and on to Dijon before joining the river Saône at St-Jean-de-
Losne. The images are of vibrant fields of yellow rape, wooded hillsides, verdant pastures, fields 
of poppies and ripening wheat, lock houses brimming with geraniums and poplar trees lining the 
banks standing to attention. The canal is 242 km in length with 190 locks along the way running 
from Migennes to Dijon and on to St-Jean-de-Losne 

Plans were started on the canal as early as the 17th century. All the big players of the day from 
Napoléon I to Maréchal Vauban offered up their ideas. Politics, funding and revolution all played 
a hand and it was 1832 when the canal eventually opened.
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The Côte de Nuits (French pronunciation:  [kot.də.nɥi]) is a French wine region located in the 
northern part of the Côte d'Or, the limestone ridge that is at the heart of the Burgundy wine 
region. It extends from Dijon to just south of Nuits-Saint-Georges, which gives its name to the 
district and is the regional center. Though some white and rosé wines are produced in the 
region, the Côte de Nuits is most famous for reds made from pinot noir. The Côte de Nuits 
covers fourteen communes. Six produce grand cru wines, in the central district between 
Gevrey-Chambertin and Nuits-Saint-Georges, with four lesser villages either side. The Grand 
Crus of the Cote de Nuits are some of the smallest appellations in France, less than a hectare in 
the case of La Romanée.
Among the northern villages of the Côte de Nuits there are several distinct terroir. 
Uniquely in Burgundy, Marsannay-la-Côte produces wine of all three colors - red and 
rosé from Pinot Noir, white from Chardonnay. The 529 acres (214 ha) of the Marsannay 
appellation extends into Couchey and Chênove. The village of Fixin has its own 
appellation, but the area of Brochon Côte de Nuits Villages extends into the commune 
with 55 acres (22 ha) of premier cru vineyards out of 193 acres (78 ha) of Pinot Noir and 
3 acres (1.2 ha) of Chardonnay. The village of Gevrey-Chambertin has more Grand 
Crus than any other village, with nine. Chambertin and its extension Chambertin-Clos 
de Beze are widely recognized for the quality of their red Burgundy. The other Grand 
Crus are Mazis-Chambertin, Chapelle-Chambertin, Charmes-Chambertin, Mazoyeres-
Chambertin, Griotte-Chambertin, Latricieres-Chambertin and Ruchottes-Chambertin. 
Morey-Saint-Denis is a small commune with four Grand Crus: Clos de la Roche, Clos 
St. Denis, Clos des Lambrays and Clos de Tart.

Also among the northern villages, the vineyard soils of Chambolle are particularly 
chalky, giving the wines a lighter body and finer edge of aromas that complements the 
usual Côte de Nuits backbone of flavor notes. A little white wine is also made in this 
area. Wines labelled with Chambolle Premier Cru are usually a blend of some of the 19 
individual vineyard Premier Crus, of which only Les Amoureuses and Les Charmes are 
commonly seen. The Grand Crus are Bonnes Mares (which spills over into Morey-Saint-
Denis) and Musigny. 

Château de Meursault has been a Great Patron of the “Climats de Bourgogne Association” that 
promoted their candidacy in the world heritage of UNESCO. We were more than delighted to 
know that on the 5th of July 2015 it was finally accepted! The Château de Meursault is situated 
in the heart of Burgundy, in Côte de Beaune on the prestigious appellation of Meursault, which 
is a global reference for the great white wines. When you enter the Chateau de Meursault, you 
find yourself in a mythical Burgundy wine domain, a place full of history where you can taste the 
wines from Côte de Beaune surrounded by unique architecture. Since December, 2012, the 
Château de Meursault was acquired by the Halley family, also owners of the Château de 
Marsannay in Côte de Nuits and Marché aux Vins in Beaune. Over the years, the owners have 
made extensions and considerably developed the vineyard which became one of the most 
prestigious domains of the Côte-d’Or. The vineyard extends on nearly 60 hectares from Puligny-
Montrachet to Aloxe-Corton, including fifteen Premier Crus, two Grands Crus and a monopoly.
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Mon, Jun 19 -

Road Trip _9:30AM to 5:30PM - to Vézelay and It’s Abbey*** - The most visited cultural 
site in Burgundy, incl. Lunch _ 160 miles ~3h23min total driving time

Vézelay  - Standing proud on the hillside overlooking the Cure valley, the Basilique Ste Marie-
Madeleine dominates the enchanting town of Vézelay. Climb to the top of the hill, past the 
boutiques and galleries, cafes and restaurants and there you will find pretty alleyways and 
courtyards bourgeoning with geraniums throughout summer. Wander around the ramparts, pass 
the traditional old houses and soak up the atmosphere of Burgundy at its best. The medieval 
town is well preserved with 15th, 16th and 17th century houses, gates and ramparts and it is 
classified as an UNESCO World Heritage site. On a summer’s evening at sundown, the 
stonework on the buildings takes on a warm golden glow which should not be missed. 

Throughout history, this has been a great centre for pilgrims. It was here that in 1190 King 
Philippe Auguste of France and Richard the Lionheart of England, two of the most powerful 
sovereigns of their time, met to depart on the 3rd Crusade. Even today, it is one of the four 
routes across France into Spain to Santiago de Compostela, with golden scallop shells in the 
pavement marking the way. 

Shortly after its foundation in the 9th century, the Benedictine abbey of Vézelay acquired the 
relics of St Mary Magdalene and since then it has been an important place of pilgrimage. St 
Bernard preached the Second Crusade there in 1146 and Richard the Lion-Hearted and Philip II 
Augustus met there to leave for the Third Crusade in 1190. With its sculpted capitals and portal, 
the Madeleine of Vézelay – a 12th-century monastic church – is a masterpiece of Burgundian 
Romanesque art and architecture.

Tue, Jun 20 -

Road trip _1:30PM - 8:00PM to Beaune**, Hospice de Beaune *** and Patriarche Wine 
cellars_ 60 miles ~1h22min total driving time

Beaune (French pronunciation:  [bon]) is the wine capital of Burgundy in the Côte d'Or 
department in eastern France. It is located between Paris and Geneva. Beaune is one of the 
key wine centres in France and the annual wine auction of the Hospices de Beaune is the 
primary wine auction in France. The town is surrounded by some of the world's most famous 
wine villages, while the facilities and cellars of many producers, large and small, are situated in 
Beaune itself. With a rich historical and architectural heritage, Beaune is considered the "Capital 
of Burgundy wines".It is an ancient and historic town on a plain by the hills of the Côte d'Or, with 
features remaining from the pre-Roman and Roman eras, through the medieval and 
renaissance periods and up to recent history and modern times.

Beaune is a walled city, with about half of the battlements, ramparts, and the moat, having 
survived and in good condition, and the central "old town" is extensive. Historically Beaune is 
intimately connected with the Dukes of Burgundy. Landmarks in Beaune include the old market, 
the 15th-century Hospices, the Beffroi (clock tower), and the collegiate church of Notre Dame.
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Patriarche Wine Cellars*: With no reservation necessary, the individual visit (from 1 to 20 
people) will take us to the 18th and 19th century wine tasting cellars. Interactive video terminals 
placed throughout the route will let us discover the mystery of the wine cellars, their history and 
the great wines that are aged there. Welcomed by a team of sommeliers, we can taste a range 
of 10 great Burgundy wines:

White wines:
Rully
Saint Romain 
Chablis

Red wines:
Bourgogne Pinot Noir
Mercurey
Gevrey-Chambertin
Beaune 1er Cru
Pommard 1er Cru
Nuits-Saint-Georges 1er Cru
Choice of the sommelier

The Hospices de Beaune or Hôtel-Dieu de Beaune is a former charitable almshouse in 
Beaune, France. It was founded in 1443 by Nicolas Rolin, chancellor of Burgundy, as a hospital 
for the poor. The original hospital building, the Hôtel-Dieu, one of the finest examples of French 
fifteenth-century architecture, is now a museum. Services for patients are now provided in 
modern hospital buildings.

An important charity wine auction is held in November each year (formerly in the great hall of 
the Hôtel-Dieu).

The Hôtel-Dieu was founded on 4 August 1443, when Burgundy was ruled by Duke Philip the 
Good. The Hundred Years' War had recently been brought to a close by the signing of the 
Treaty of Arras in 1435. Massacres, however, continued with marauding bands (écorcheurs) still 
roaming the countryside, pillaging and destroying, provoking misery and famine. The majority of 
the people of Beaune were declared destitute. Nicolas Rolin, the Duke's Chancellor, and his 
wife Guigone de Salins, responded by building a hospital and refuge for the poor.[1] The majority 
of the population of Beaune were destitute, and the area had recently suffered an outbreak of 
plague. Having gained permission from Pope Eugene IV in 1441,[1] the hospice was built and 
consecrated on 31 December 1452. In conjunction, Rolin established the "Les sœurs 
hospitalières de Beaune" religious order.[2]

The building's design was probably overseen by the Flemish architect Jacques Wiscrère and 
remained as a hospital until the late 1970s.[3][4] There is a documentary record of a large range 
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of Flemish and French masons, painters and glass cutters employed for its construction. The 
facade is today regarded as a superior example of Northern Renaissance civic architecture and 
a treasure trove of panel painting, given its numerous portraits of Rolin, his wife and members of 
his extended family.[5]

The interior's rectangular format makes it the best location to admire the different 
buildings, three of which are decorated with a glazed-tile roof. This technique probably 
has its origins in Central Europe (possibly from ceramics master Miklós Zsolnay of 
Pécs, Hungary) but quickly became a trademark of the architecture of Burgundy (other 
glazed-tile roofs can be seen in Dijon, for instance). 

The Room of the Poor measures 50x14x16 meters. On the ceiling, the exposed painted frame is 
in an upside down boat-skiff shape, and in each beam are sculpted caricatures of important 
inhabitants of Beaune. On the floor tiling are written Nicolas Rolin's monogram and his motto 
"Seulle" referring to his wife, Guigone de Salins. The room is furnished with two rows of 
curtained beds. The central area was set up with benches and tables for meals. The pieces of 
furniture were brought together in 1875 by the son-in-law of the architect Eugène Viollet-le-Duc. 
Each bed could accommodate two patients.

Following the large ward is the Chapel, whose location was chosen to allow the bedridden to 
attend Mass from their beds. The chapel was the original location of the Rogier van der Weyden 
polyptych altarpiece, now housed in the museum. The remains of Guigone Salins are buried 
here. In November 2010 the very first Catholic wedding since the construction of the building in 
1443 was performed here. The wedding was between Mr Alessandro Conti and Miss Natalie 
Kunert.

In addition to the altarpiece, the hospice possesses many artistic treasures, among them the 
mural paintings of the 17th century in the Salle St Hugues.

Wed, Jun 21 -

Road Trip _ 9:30AM to ~11:00PM through the Maconais to Roche Solutre* and Cluny 
Abbey** , Chateau Comartin, Tournus, Monbellet incl. Lunch and Dinner _190 miles 
~4h12min total driving time

The Rock of Solutré*(French: Roche de Solutré), is a limestone escarpment 8 km (5.0 mi) west 
of Mâcon overlooking the commune of Solutré-Pouilly and an iconic site of the Saône-et-Loire, 
in the south of the Bourgogne in France. Protected by the French law on sites classés and 
currently at the heart of a Grand Site National operation, it draws its fame severally as a rare 
geological phenomenon of the region, as a prehistoric site of the eponymous Solutrean 
paleolithic culture, and for the natural environment which its summit provides, the pelouse 
calciole grassland of Mâcon, with its distinctive flora and fauna. Occupied by man for at least 
55,000 years, it is also the cradle of the Pouilly-Fuissé wine appellation. 
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Cluny Abbey (or Cluni, or Clugny, French pronunciation:  [klyni]) dedicated to St Peter, is a 
former Benedictine monastery in Cluny, Saône-et-Loire, France. It was built in the Romanesque 
style, with three churches built in succession from the 4th to the early 12th centuries. The 
earliest basilica was the world's largest church until the St. Peter's Basilica construction began 
in Rome.[1] 

Cluny was founded by William I, Duke of Aquitaine in 910. He nominated Berno as the first 
Abbot of Cluny, subject only to Pope Sergius III. The abbey was notable for its stricter 
adherence to the Rule of St. Benedict, whereby Cluny became acknowledged as the leader of 
western monasticism. The establishment of the Benedictine Order was a keystone to the 
stability of European society that was achieved in the 11th century. In 1790 during the French 
Revolution, the abbey was sacked and mostly destroyed, with only a small part of the Abbey 
surviving.

Starting around 1334, the Abbots of Cluny maintained a townhouse in Paris known as the Hôtel 
de Cluny, which has been a public museum since 1843. Apart from the name, it no longer 
possesses anything originally connected with Cluny.

ALSO: The Clunisois is an important stop on the Cross Burgundy cycle route and boasts a 
number of horseback trails. A centre for stallions was founded in Cluny under Napoleon I 
and this later developed into the National Stud whose stables are open to the public.

Between Tournus and Cluny in the heart of southern Burgundy, the Chateau de Cormatin 
awaits you in the midst of its gardens and water features.
It was built by the Marquises of Huxelles in the early seventeenth century to show their power 
and prestige: wide moat, turrets, high rusticated basement, gunports and drawbridge, the castle 
was made to impress. It has succeeded to this day. 

Tournus -Tucked away in the south-east corner of Burgundy, this delightful town on the River 
Saône has a wealth of old buildings, alleyways, antique shops, cafes and restaurants. This is an 
ideal base for exploring the southern tip of Burgundy, the rolling Mâconnais hills and wine 
country.

Tournus is one of the oldest and most important monastic centres in Burgundy with a superb 
abbey, St-Philibert, parts of which date back to the 10th C. Classed as one of the finest 
examples of Romanesque architecture, it is worth lingering and exploring the crypt, chancel, 
and of course the magnificent nave. It was only in 2002 when the abbey was undergoing 
extensive renovation work that the electricians uncovered a mosaic, 30cm under the floor 
covering. The images show a sort of calendar of the rhythms of the year with the month of June 
and the zodiac sign of Cancer magnificently displayed. 

In the little squares surrounding the abbey there are arts and crafts shops and visit too 
Chocolatier Lathuilière in Rue du Docteur-Privey, famous for Délices de Tournus and Greuze 
Emotion. A few doors along the same street there is Crémerie de Tournus, offering the best of 
the region’s cheeses. For wine tasting, La Cave des Vignerons de l'Abbaye is open seven days 
a week. Also worth visiting is the Hôtel Dieu, the old hospital with apothecary, and Musée 
Greuze in the same building at 21 Rue de l’Hôpital. This museum, is dedicated to the work of 
painter Jean-Baptiste Greuze who was born in Tournus.
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Thu, Jun 22 -

Road Trip _11:00AM to ~5:30PM to Chateau Bussy-Rabutin* - Abbey Fontaney*** incl. 
Lunch _ 100 miles ~2h34min total driving time

Chateau Bussy-Rabutin* - The castle was founded in the 12th century by Renaudin de Bussy. 
It was rebuilt in the 14th century, and the Renaissance galleries were added in the 1520s. It was 
altered during the reigns of Henri II (1547–1559) and Louis XIII (1610–1643).

Roger de Rabutin, Comte de Bussy (1618–1693), fell into disgrace for allegedly having taken 
part in an orgy at the Château de Roissy, near Paris, during Holy Week. Bussy was ordered by 
Louis XIV to retire to his estates, where he passed the time by composing his Histoire 
amoureuse des Gaules. This account of various courtly love affairs caused further scandal, and 
he was eventually sent to the Bastille on 17 April 1665, where he remained for more than a year. 
Bussy only obtained his release on condition that he retired once more to Bussy-Rabutin, where 
he lived in exile from court for seventeen years. Although he briefly returned to court in the 
1680s, he soon returned to Bussy-Rabutin, dying there in 1693. During his exile he amassed a 
collection of portraits, which remains in the château.

Restoration works were begun in the 19th century by the comte de Sarcus, and the property 
was listed as a monument historique in 1862. It was purchased by the French state in 1929, and 
is currently managed by the Centre des monuments nationaux. Further restoration has been 
carried out since the 1970s.

Fontenay Abbey*** in Burgundy was founded in 1118 by Saint Bernard of Clairvaux, a leading 
French saint, and is the oldest preserved Cistercian abbey in the world. 
Recognized as French historic monument in 1862, it was declared World Heritage by Unesco in 
1981. It was one of the first French monuments on this list, which has distinguished the 
exceptional interest of the Abbey and its natural environment.

After the French revolution, which led to the departure of the monks, it was converted to an 
industrial use which preserved all the buildings of the Romanesque period: the Abbey Church, 
the Dormitory, Cloister, Chapter Room, the Common Room, and the Forge. 
The Abbey is decorated with a landscaped park which was listed in 2004 as "Remarkable 
Garden" by the National Council of Parks and Gardens.  

Located in northern Burgundy, it is nestled in a fully preserved valley which extends over 1,200 
hectares. Since 1820, the Abbey of Fontenay has been the private ownership of the same 
family, which continues to preserve this exceptional site opening to public visit all year round. 
The Abbey welcomes 100,000 visitors each year who come to admire the beauty and purity of 
architecture unspoiled for 900 years, and enjoy the quiet of a place designed for spirituality.
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Fri, Jun 23 -

Exploring Dijon - 10:00AM to 2:30PM Leisure stroll to Market hall and shopping area, Rue 
de la Liberte, including lunch in the center of Dijon
2:30PM - 4:00PM optional visit Museum of Fine Art

If the ironwork throughout the Les Halles covered market in Dijon, France, reminds you of the 
Eiffel Tower in Paris, there is good reason. Gustave Eiffel, a native son of Dijon, designed the 
market in the 19th century. One of France’s largest and best-known markets, Les Halles comes 
to life every Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday with an incredible selection of meats, 
candies, cheeses and, of course, fruits and vegetables along with ready-to-eat pastries.

The Rue de la Liberté is the main street in the historic center of the French city Dijon. It 
connects the Place Darcy to the Place de la Libération. This busy shopping street for 
pedestrians is lined with buildings mostly dating from the 15th century to the 18th century, which 
are classified as monuments historiques.

Being one of the oldest museums in France, the Museum of Fine Arts in Dijon was founded in 
1787 during the Age of Enlightenment. It is known for its collections in relation with the dukes of 
Burgundy, for the richness of its encyclopedic collections stretching from Egyptian art to the 20th 
century as well as the historical interest of the building that holds them, the Palace of the Dukes 
of Burgundy.

The history of the Fine Arts Museum goes back to the creation of the art school by François 
Devosge in 1766. His collections, which have been presented within the Museum since 1787, 
represent the beginnings of the museum’s collections.It is located in the former palace of the 
Dukes of Burgundy and in the eastern part of the Palace of the Estates.

The museum opened its doors to the public in 1799 and gradually spread out within the palace 
being enriched by imperial grants, deposits by the State, donations and legacies. What to see? 
As one of the largest museums of France, le Musée des Beaux-Arts de Dijon is known for its 
rich collections of sculptures, paintings, art objects and various other items from the past.

Sat, Jun 24 -

Road Trip -7:30AM leaving from Dijon to Lyon Station Part Dieu _ 120 miles ~2 hours total 
driving time plus breakfast break
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