
Lyon Sightseeing - group activities

Wed, June 14 - morning

PLACE DES JACOBINS - The Place des Jacobins is a square located in the 2nd 
arrondissement of Lyon. It was created in 1556 and a fountain was added in 1856. The square 
belongs to the zone classified as World Heritage Site by UNESCO. According to Jean Pelletier, 
this square is one of the most famous in Lyon, because of its location in the center of the 2nd 
arrondissement and its heavy traffic, as 12 streets lead here.[1] The square, particularly its 
architecture and its features, has changed its appearance many times throughout years.

HOP-on/off SIGHTSEEING Bus for a 90 minute CITY TOUR

LA PLACE BELLECOUR - is a large square in the centre of Lyon, France, to the north 
of the Ainay district. Measuring 312 m by 200 m (62,000 m² or 15 acres),[1] it is one of 
the largest open square (i.e. without any patches of greenery or trees) in Europe, and 
the third biggest square in France, behind the Place des Quinconces in Bordeaux 
(126,000 m²) and the Place de la Concorde in Paris (86,400 m²). It is also the largest 
pedestrian square in Europe.
In the middle is an equestrian statue of king Louis XIV by François-Frédéric Lemot 
(1825). Another statue, representing the Petit Prince and Antoine de Saint-Exupéry, is at 
the west end of the square. The square also has two pavilions, housing the tourist 
information office of Lyon and an art gallery.
The square is part of a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Wed, June 14 - afternoon

BASILICA of NOTRE-DAME of Fourvière

(French: Basilique Notre-Dame de Fourvière) is a minor basilica in Lyon. It was built 
with private funds between 1872 and 1884 in a dominant position overlooking the city. 
The site it occupies was once the Roman forum of Trajan, the forum vetus (old forum), 
thus its name (as an inverted corruption of the French Vieux-Forum). Fourvière is 
dedicated to the Virgin Mary, to whom is attributed the salvation of the city of Lyon from 
the bubonic plague, the Black Death, that swept Europe in 1643.[1] Each year in early 
December (December 8, day of the Immaculate Conception), Lyon thanks the Virgin for 
saving the city by lighting candles throughout the city, in what is called the Fête des 
Lumières or the Festival of Lights.[2] The Virgin is also credited with saving the city a 
number of other times, such as from a Cholera epidemic in 1832, and from Prussian 
invasion in 1870.[1]

VIEUX LYON

The Vieux Lyon (English: Old Lyon) is the largest Renaissance district of Lyon in the 
5th arrondissement of Lyon. In 1954, Vieux-Lyon, the city's oldest district, became the 
first site in France to be protected under the Malraux law to protect France's cultural 
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sites. Covering an area of 424 hectares at the foot of the Fourvière hill, it is one of 
Europe’s most extensive Renaissance neighborhoods. There are three distinct sections: 
Saint Jean, Saint Paul and Saint Georges.

The Saint Jean quarter: in the Middle Ages, this was the focus of political and religious 
power. The Cathedral of St Jean, seat of the Primate of Gaul, a title still conferred upon 
the archbishop of Lyon, is a good example of Gothic architecture. The Manecanterie 
adjoining the cathedral is one of Lyon's few extant Romanesque buildings. Formerly a 
choir school, it now houses the museum of the cathedral’s treasures. Saint Jean is also 
home to the Museum of Miniatures and Film Sets, located in a building that was the 
Golden Cross Inn in the 15th century.

THU, June 15 - afternoon

MUSEE DES CONFLUENCE

The Musée des Confluences is a science centre and anthropology museum which 
opened on 20 December 2014 in the 2nd arrondissement of Lyon, (Rhône), France. It is 
located at the southern tip of the Presqu'île at the confluence of the Rhône and the 
Saône, adjacent to Autoroute A7, and comprises part of a larger redevelopment project 
of the Confluence quarter of Lyon. The deconstructivist architectural design, said to 
resemble a floating crystal cloud of stainless steel and glass,[1] was created by the 
Austrian firm Coop Himmelb(l)au.

LYON’s ROMAN THEATER on the Fourvière hill, half-buried into the hillside on the 
edge of the archaeological site. The Gallo-Roman Museum of Lyon-Fourvière 
(French: Musée gallo-romain de Lyon-Fourvière) is a museum on the Gallo-Roman 
civilisation in Lyon. The new building was designed by Bernard Zehrfuss and opened in 
1975.

FRI, June 16 - morning

LA CROIX ROUSSE, which is a hill (800ft) in the city of Lyon, as well as the name of a 
neighborhood located on this hill.
The appearance of the neighborhood is heavily influenced by the central role that Lyon played 
in silk industry. The vast majority of buildings in the area feature large vaulted ceilings with 
exposed wooden rafters. The larger internal height available in these buildings, compared to 
other areas in Lyon, was necessary to house the tall silk looms that were operated in the area. 
Of note, also, are the traboules of Croix-Rousse. These are covered passageways used by silk 
merchants to travel and ferry material between buildings while being sheltered from rain. 
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If you like check out Maison des Canuts or its store (10 rue d Ivry, 69004, Lyon,) which invite 
you to discover five centuries of Lyon’s silk industry well-known for its technical, social and 
creative prestige. 

FRI, June 16 - afternoon

PLACE DES TERREAUX and the FONTAINE BARTHOLDI is a fountain sculpted by 
Frédéric Auguste Bartholdi, the creator of the Statue of Liberty, New York, and realized 
in 1889 by Gaget & Gautier. It was erected at the Place des Terreaux, in the 1st 
arrondissement of Lyon, in September 1892.

LYON - MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS -

The Museum of Fine Arts is one of the largest French and European museums. Located 
in the heart of Lyon, between the Rhône and Saône rivers, it is found in a magnificent 
building dating from the 17th century. 
The collections are exhibited in over 70 rooms and offer visitors an outstanding sample 
of art from antiquity to contemporary art. The museum is regularly enriched, through 
an active acquisition policy that relies on donors, art lovers, collectors and the 
descendants of artists. 
Our museum is a living entity. One hundred and thirty employees work here every day 
to welcome you to the permanent collections and temporary exhibitions. 
We hope that the discovery of this site, which will be continuously developed, will incite 
you to come and share our enthusiasm.

Sylvie Ramond
Director

SAT, Jun 17 - early afternoon

Road Trip - 1:00PM leaving from Lyon to Dijon _ 120 miles ~2 hours total driving time 
plus lunch break. Estimated arrival about 4:30PM

Dijon*** is the capital city of the historical Burgundy region in eastern France, one of the 
country’s principal wine-producing areas. It’s known for its vineyard tours, autumn 
gastronomic fair and building styles ranging from Gothic to art deco. The distinguished 
1787 Musée des Beaux-Arts, housed in the vast Palace of the Dukes, holds a rich 
collection of paintings, sculptures, crafts and antiquities. The city has retained varied 
architectural styles from many of the main periods of the past millennium, including 
Capetian, Gothic and Renaissance. Many still-inhabited town houses in the city's central 
district date from the 18th century and earlier. Dijon architecture is distinguished by, 
among other things, toits bourguignons (Burgundian polychrome roofs) made of tiles 
glazed in terracotta, green, yellow and black and arranged in geometric patterns.
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Dijon holds an International and Gastronomic Fair every year in autumn. With over 500 
exhibitors and 200,000 visitors every year, it is one of the ten most important fairs in France. 
Dijon is also home, every three years, to the international flower show Florissimo. Dijon is 
famous for Dijon mustard which originated in 1856, when Jean Naigeon of Dijon substituted 
verjuice, the acidic "green" juice of not-quite-ripe grapes, for vinegar in the traditional mustard 
recipe.

The historical center of the city has been registered since July 4, 2015 as a UNESCO World 
Heritage site.[1]
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